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Book 7

Lesson 1
The Fitra of Tawhid

Belief in God a Natural Instinct

If we study the history of human beings we will realize that humans have
always had faith in a Higher Power and a Creator. This is a part of our
instinct (fitra) built into our consciousness so much so that we can say
that those who deny the existence of God hold an unnatural belief.

Rasulullah (s) said:
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Every child is born on the natural instinct (fitra of Islam i.e. to believe in

One God only); then it is the child’s parents who make the child a
Christian or a Jew or a Magian (and so on).

It is also this natural instinct to believe in One God only - the fitra of
Tawhid — that the Qur’an refers to when it says:
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So set your heart on the religion as a people of pure faith, the instinct
(fitra) of Allah according to which He originated mankind. There is no
altering Allah’s creation; that is the upright religion, but most people do

not know.
- Surah ar-Room, 30:30

In other words, no matter what we do, as human beings, we will always
instinctively want to believe in God because that is how Allah made us
and the belief in Tawhid is built into us as a natural instinct. Even when
an atheist tries to argue using ‘science’ (such as believing in the
evolution theory), you can see that they are forcing themselves to ignore
the obvious signs all around them.
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For example, those who believe humans evolved from apes and other
creatures have never found a single fossil evidence to prove this. In
other words, no one has ever found any remains of any creature that
was in between two creatures to prove the evolution theory.

Even the atheist who believes the universe started with a ‘Big Bang’ does
not know what caused the Big Bang in the first place or who created the
small mass that first exploded. So when asked how something could ever
come into existence out of nothing, the atheist has no answer except,
‘one day science will find out’.

This stubborn refusal to acknowledge God as the Creator of the universe
could be for various reasons. It could be because some people came
from religions that taught God was in the form of a body like man and
sits somewhere in the heavens on a throne. Obviously such beliefs make
no sense to people today so when they reject this idea, they reject God
altogether. Other people may reject God because they believe religion
causes hatred and war. Others may not believe in God because it would
mean they would have to do certain things (that are wajib) or keep away
from what is haram.

If people understand God the way Rasulullah (s) and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)
explained God, very few would reject God. We shall discuss this in later
books but in this lesson, we wish to understand the need for religion and
why humans cannot live without religion and the belief in God.

At the end of this lesson, there are several anecdotes to show why the
belief in One God is a natural human instinct. These anecdotes show
how simple it is for anyone to realize that faith in God is as natural as
any instinct can be. Even when people don’t know who God is, they
worship stars, the sun, the moon, animals, fire, trees, idols, etc. This
shows that as a natural instinct, people have a need to worship their
Creator and Lord and to surrender themselves to a Higher Power.You
can read these anecdotes as homework.

Meaning of Tawhid & Shirk

Believing in God is not sufficient. We must also believe that God is One
and Only and there is no other god besides Him. He has no partners, He
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is the Only Creator and the Sustainer of the whole universe and He has
power over all things. He is Ever-Living and never dies. This belief is
called Tawhid (monotheism). In Arabic, God is called Allah.

The opposite of Tawhid is Shirk. It means to believe in or worship
anything or anyone besides Allah. Shirk is the greatest sin in Islam. To
believe Allah has a partner means to believe someone or something is
equal to Allah.

The most important message of every Nabi and Rasul was Tawhid — to
have faith in One God only and to worship no one but Him. Every time
people forgot this or started making idols in memory of their prophets
and becoming superstitious, believing that other powers can benefit or
harm them, Allah sent another Nabi to remind people that no one can
benefit or harm you without Allah’s permission and there is no one
worthy of being worshipped except Allah.

Here are some verses of Qur’an that tell us clearly that shirk is a major
sin.
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Worship Allah and do not ascribe any partners to Him...
- Surah an-Nisa, 4:36
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They are certainly faithless who say, ‘Allah is the Messiah (Jesus), son of
Maryam.’ But the Messiah had said, ‘O Children of Israel! Worship Allah,
my Lord and your Lord. Indeed whoever ascribes partners to Allah, Allah
shall forbid him [entry into] paradise, and his refuge shall be the Fire, and
the wrongdoers will not have any helpers.’
- Surah al-Maidah, 5:72
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And (remember) when Lugman said to his son, as he adwsed him: ‘O my
son! Do not ascribe any partners to Allah. Polytheism is indeed a great
injustice.’

- Surah Lugman, 31:13

The Unforgivable Sin
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Indeed Allah does not forgive that any partner should be ascribed to Him,
but He forgives anything besides that to whomever He wishes. And
whoever ascribes partners to Allah has indeed fabricated [a lie] in great
sinfulness.

- Surah an-Nisa, 4:48

The verse above tells us clearly that a person who does shirk cannot be
forgiven. Now we know that Allah is most kind and most merciful and
that Allah does not need anyone’s worship or obedience. So why does
Allah not forgive shirk?

The reason is because a mushrik (person who commits shirk) is not able
to accept Allah’s forgiveness or guidance even if it is offered to him or
her. Shirk takes away a person’s ability to receive Allah’s blessings and
grace. It is not that Allah does not want to forgive a mushrik or allow him
or her into paradise but actually the mushrik himself or herself is
incapable of living in paradise or accepting Allah’s forgiveness. That is
why Allah says He does not forgive shirk.

Once we have become Muslims and firmly believe “la ilaha ilallah,
Muhammadun Rasul Allah, Aliyyun Waliyullah” (There is no god but
Allah, Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, Ali is the Wali of Allah), we
must still be careful not to have “Hidden Shirk” (Shirk al-Khafiyy) in our
hearts. Hidden shirk is when a person worships Allah on the outside but
in his or her heart, he or she loves other things more than Allah and
relies on others more than Allah for security and happiness.
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Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (‘a) once said that if a person said, ‘l was only saved
because of so-and-so’ or ‘If it was not for so-and-so | would have been
ruined’ or ‘If it was not for so-and-so | don’t know what | would have
done’ then all these statements means the person has “hidden shirk” in
his heart. But a person who truly relies on Allah only and is free from
shirk completely should say, “If it was not for Allah’s help through so-
and-so, | don’t know what | would have done’. Or he should say, ‘All
thanks be to Allah who helped me through so-and-so.’

In other words, even when we are sick and we take medicine or we are
hungry and we eat food or we have a need and someone or something
helps us, we should know and realize that the blessing is actually from
Allah but He gives it to us through someone or something. So we should
first thank Allah and then thank the person through whom Allah helped
us. Allah tells us:
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... and hold fast to Allah. He is your Master - an excellent Master and an

excellent Helper.
- Surah al-Hajj, 22:78

Read the following anecdotes as homework. Your teacher may ask you
to tell one of these stories in class or to organize skits for some of them:

Anecdotes on Belief in God a Natural Instinct

The Spinning Wheel

One day, Rasulullah (s) was out with some of his companions (ashab)
when they came across an old woman working at a spinning-wheel. As
she was spinning yarn, she was praising Allah for all His blessings.

Rasulullah (s) stopped to ask her about her health.

Then he said to her, ‘Tell me, what made you believe in Allah?’
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On hearing this, the woman stopped working
on the spinning-wheel, thought for a while and
then replied:

| ‘O Messenger of Allah! You see this spinning-
wheel? As long as | move it, it spins. As soon as
| | stop turning it, it stops. If such a simple thing
| cannot function unless someone keeps it going,
how is it possible for the whole universe to
I work so well without Someone driving it?
There must be Someone to run it. Someone
who must be controlling every detail. That can only be Allah, who is the
Creator and the Master of
Everything!’

Rasulullah (s) was very pleased
with the old woman's reply and
told his companions to learn
from her faith and to have as
strong a faith in Allah as she did.

Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (‘a) and the Atheist

An atheist asked Imam Ja'far as-Sadig (‘a) to convince him of the
existence of Allah. When Imam as-Sadiq (‘a) came to know that the man
sailed in the seas very often, he asked him, ‘Have you ever been caught
in a fierce storm in middle of nowhere, and thought you were going to
drown and lose your life?’ ‘Yes!” replied the man. Then the Imam (‘a)
asked again, ‘And at that time, when there was complete despair, was
there not a glimmer of hope that perhaps someone or something, by
some miracle, could still save you?’

‘Yes,” said the man again. ‘That Power,’ said the Imam (‘a), ‘in which you
had a glimmer of hope and that saved you, is Allah!’

The atheist was an intelligent man. He knew the truth when he heard it.
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A Boat Out of Nothing

Long ago there lived a wise King who ruled over a kingdom in which
some of the people believed in Allah and some did not.
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To resolve the argument once and for all, the wise king arranged for a
debate between the believers in God and the non-believers.

When the time arrived for the great debate, the people representing the
non-believers arrived at the court but a wise old man who was going to
represent the believers did not show up.

Everyone waited and waited but the old man still did not come. The non-
believers said that he would not turn up because he had no arguments
for his belief in God.

At last, the wise old man arrived. Everyone wanted to know why he was
so late. So the King asked him to explain the reason for his delay.

The man explained that he had left home in time but in order to get to
the King’s court he had to cross a river. When he reached the river there
was no boat to cross.

Everyone in the court listened attentively. The man continued with his
story.

He then told everyone that while he was waiting for a boat, some planks
of wood and some nails suddenly started coming out of the water by
themselves and floating around. Then just by coincidence, all the pieces
of wood moved into just the right position and the nails also went into
the wood in just the perfect places until a boat formed all by itself.

But it took a while for this boat to make itself and the old man had to
wait, so he was late.

All the non-believers were very angry and called the old man a liar.

The wise old man asked the non-believers why they did not believe his
story of the boat being made by itself, while they wanted everyone to
believe that this whole world and everything in it had been made by

itself, since they did not believe in Allah as the Creator?

None of the non-believers could answer the wise old man, and so the
believers in Allah won the debate!
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Do Barbers Exist?

One day a man went to a barber’s shop to have his hair cut and his beard
trimmed as always. He began to talk to the barber and somehow they
began talking about religion and God.

‘Look man,” said the barber, ‘I don't believe that God exists.” ‘Why is
that?’ asked the man and the barber said, ‘Well, it's so easy. You just
have to go out into the streets and look to realize that God does not
exist. Tell me, if God exists, would there be so many sick people? Would
there be abandoned children? If God exists, there would be no suffering
or pain. | can't think of loving a God who allows all of these things.’

The man thought for a moment but he did not respond immediately
because he did not want to start an argument. When the barber finished
cutting his hair and trimming his beard, the man paid him and left the
shop.

Just after he left the barber shop, he saw a man in the street with long
hair and a beard. It was very untidy and a long time since he had his hair
cut. He looked dirty and unkempt.

The customer rushed back into the barber shop again and said to the
barber, ‘Guess what? Barbers don’t exist!’

‘How can you say they don't exist?’” asked the surprised barber, ‘I am
here and | am a barber. Why | just worked on you?!’

‘No!” the customer exclaimed. ‘Barbers don't exist, because if they did
there would be no people with long, dirty hair and beards like that man
who is outside.’

‘Ah!" said the barber, ‘you are wrong. Barbers do exist. What happens is
that people do not come to me so | can help them.’

‘Exactly!’ said the man. ‘That's the point! God does exist. What happens
is that people refuse to go to Him and do not look for Him. They pretend
they are independent and do not need Him; and when they suffer,
instead of going to Him they turn away from Him and insist He does not
exist!’
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The Tiger’s Footprints

There once lived a farmer who always prayed all his salah on time. One
day he saw a sick man lying on the roadside. He helped him up and took
him home to look after him.

The next morning when the farmer woke up to pray salah, he woke up
his guest who said he did not want to pray. The man said that he could
not see Allah so how could he pray to One whom he could not see. The
farmer did not say anything.

The next day the man was feeling better and wanted to go home. The
farmer walked with him across the fields. Suddenly they saw footprints.
The man told the farmer that they were the footprints of a tiger.

‘Nah! | don't believe that!’ said the farmer, ‘I can't see a tiger here!’

The man looked surprised and said, ‘you are just being stubborn and
silly. Aren’t these footprints enough to tell you that a tiger was here not
long ago?’

The farmer said, ‘Dear brother! When you saw the footprints you
believed that a tiger had passed here; so are not the moon, the sun, the
flowers, and the trees enough signs to make you believe that there must
be One who made them?’

The man thought for a while and said, ‘Yes! You are right! We cannot see
Allah with our eyes because He doesn’t have a physical body. But we can
understand from all the things around us that He has created them and
that He exists. Every creation of Allah is a sign pointing to Him!’
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Lesson 2
Shaytan & Sin

Allah’s Good News and Warning

One of the most important messages of the Qur’an (and in fact of every
Nabi) is Allah’s Promise to allow into Paradise (Jannah) for eternity,
those who have faith in Allah, who do not associate partners with Him,
who believe in all His Books, Prophets, Angels and who keep away from
all that is haram and do all that wajib.

Another important message from Allah is His Warning to punish the evil.
Their punishment is to live forever in the Fire of Hell (Jahannam) and it
will be the abode for every proud and arrogant person who refuses to
believe in Allah despite knowing the truth and who prefers this world’s
life instead of the Hereafter.

Rasulullah (s) came to do both: give us good news of Allah’s promise and
to warn us of Allah’s punishment. For this reason, the Qur’an calls him
“The Giver of Good News” (Bashir or Mubashshir) and the Warner
(Nadhir):
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We did not send you except as a bearer of good news and warner to all

mankind, but most people do not know.
- Surah Sab3, 34:28
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O Prophet! Indeed We have sent you as a witness, as a bearer of good

news and as a warner.
- Surah al-Ahzab, 33:45

Concept of Sin and Temptation

A sin is any act of disobedience to Allah. In Arabic this is called “Dhanb”
and the plural is “Dhunub”. Committing a dhanb is haram meaning
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forbidden. And keeping away from a dhanb is wajib meaning obligatory
(i.e. a must).

The reason why Allah forbids us not do certain things and calls them
“Dhunub” is because they are bad for our souls. When we commit
Dhunub, we harm ourselves. It makes no difference to Allah but it
reduces our chances of making it to Jannah unless we repent. That is
why Allah says in the Qur’an:
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So it was not Allah who wronged them, but it was they who used to
wrong themselves.
- Surah at-Tawbah, 9:70

Some scholars (‘ulama) divide all sins into two groups: major sins (adh-
dhunub al-kabira) and minor sins (adh-dhunub as-saghira). They say any
sin for which Allah has clearly promised the Fire of Hell in the Qur’an
(such as murder or disobeying parents or shirk) is a major sin. And any
sin for which the punishment is mentioned in hadith but not in Qur’an is
a minor sin.

However, all the scholars agree that committing a minor sin repeatedly
is @ major sin. In other words, a person who commits a minor sin should
not take it lightly but should immediately repent and ask Allah to forgive
him or her.

Sometimes a person commits a sin because of temptation. Allah
however is always willing to forgive a person and to allow him or her to
start all over again. To do this, we must first have regret in our hearts for
committing the sin. Then we must pray to Allah to forgive us.

Allah loves a person who constantly asks Him to forgive his or her sins
and is always afraid of disobeying Him. And Allah does not love a person
who is too proud to ask for forgiveness and just ignores the sins he or
she commits.

25



Agaid

How Much Influence Does Shaytan Have on Us?

We all know that Shaytan is our enemy and loves to see us commit sins
so that we can all go to Hellfire with him. Many Muslims believe that it is
Shaytan who makes us do evil and commit sins. But is that really true?

Allah tells us in the Qur’an to beware of Shaytan:
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‘O Children of Adam! Do not let Shaytan tempt you, like he expelled your
parents (Nabi Adam (‘a) and Sayyida Hawwa (‘a)) from paradise ... We
have indeed made the devils friends of those who have no faith.’

- Surah al-‘Araf, 7:27

But the Qur’an also clarifies that Shaytan cannot force us to commit sins.
Instead, what happens in this world is that when we forget Allah,
Shaytan is able to whisper ideas of sins in our ears and hearts. Then we
think about it and feel tempted. At this point, we still have the choice to
remember Allah and ask Allah for help and to ignore Shaytan. However if
we love the world and its pleasures, we listen to Shaytan and he
continues to embellish (i.e. decorate) the sin for us until we go ahead
and commit the sinful act. Then we realize what we have done and feel
very sorry that we disobeyed Allah.

That is why Allah teaches to seek His protection from the whispers of
Shaytan:
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Say, ‘I seek the protection of the Lord of humans, King of humans, God of
humans, from the evil of the sneaky tempter who puts temptations into
the chests of humans, from among the jinn and humans.’
- Surah an-Nas, 114:1-6
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In other words, we have to remember that we are responsible for our
actions. We cannot blame Shaytan for the sins we commit. Shaytan only
acts like a ‘broker’ or a ‘salesman’. He packages a sin, “gift-wraps” it in
our eyes and ears and makes it look beautiful to us so that if we love the
world more than Allah, we are tempted to go towards the sin:
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Why did they not plead (for forgiveness) when Our punishment overtook
them?! But their hearts had hardened, and Shaytan had made to seem

decorous to them what they had been doing.
- Surah al-An’am, 6:43
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And (remember) when Shaytan made their deeds seem decorous to
them, and said, ‘No one shall overcome you today from among all
mankind, and | will stand by you.’” But when the two armies sighted each

other, he (Shaytan) fled, saying, ‘Indeed | am free of you. | see what you
do not see. Indeed | fear Allah, and Allah is severe in punishment.’
- Surah al-Anfal, 8:48

On the Day of Judgement, when we blame Shaytan for our sins, Allah will
allow Shaytan to say he had nothing to do with it and therefore we will

have to take the blame ourselves:
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When the matter is all over, Shaytan will say, ‘Indeed Allah made you a
promise that was true and | [too] made you a promise, but | failed you. |
had no authority over you, except that I called you and you responded
to me. So do not blame me, but blame yourselves. | cannot respond to
your distress calls, neither can you respond to my distress calls. Indeed |
reject your taking me for [Allah’s] partner before. There is indeed a
painful punishment for the wrongdoers.’
- Surah Ibrahim, 14:22

We may therefore conclude: Shaytan plays a role in sins but is not the
primary cause of our sins. If Shaytan could force us to commit sins then
it would be against the justice (‘adalah) of Allah to punish us for
something we have no control over. But Allah can punish us if we
disobey Him and then refuse to do istighfar and tawbah because
ultimately the decision is always ours. We have the freewill to act as we
like in this world but we must know the role that Shaytan plays in our
lives, the consequences of sinning and how to protect ourselves from
the temptations of Shaytan by constantly seeking protection with Allah.
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Lesson 3
Qur'an & Hadith

Qur’an, Hadith and Hadith al-Qudsi

Muslims rely on two major sources for their spiritual guidance and
understanding of the Islam: the Qur’an and hadith. Hadith is also further
categorized as Hadith al-Qudsi or Hadith an-Nabawi.

a)

b)

Qur’an: The Qur’an is a divine Book whose words as well as
meanings are revealed from Allah. The Qur’an is a miracle in itself.
It is preserved by Allah Himself from ever being corrupted or
changed and it challenges all humans and jinns to ever produce
anything like it. The Qur’an was revealed to Rasulullah (s) by the
angel Jibrail over a period of 23 years. It consists of 114 surahs
(chapters). No Muslim can doubt in the authenticity of the Qur’an
and still remain a Muslim.

Hadith: Hadith is often translated as “Tradition” in English. It
refers to the sayings of Rasulullah (s). The words are Rasulullah
(s)’s but the meaning is Allah’s because Rasulullah (s) was a
Messenger (Rasul) from Allah. The infallible (ma’sum) Imams from
the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) also narrated hadith but everything they said
as hadith was from Rasulullah (s) through the previous Imams. For
example, if we hear of a hadith from Imam Ali ar-Rida (‘a) it means
that the hadith is actually what Imam ar-Rida (‘a) heard from his
father Imam al-Kadhim (‘a) who heard from his father and so on
until Imam Ali b. Abi Talib (‘a) who heard it from Rasulullah (s).

After Rasulullah (s) passed away, the early caliphs and especially
the Caliph Umar b. al-Khattab did not allow people to record
hadith and therefore a lot of the sayings of Rasulullah (s) were
lost. Thereafter the corrupt leaders from the Banu Umayya and
Banu Abbas forged many hadith in the name of Rasulullah (s) just
to convince people to be in their favour and not to oppose their
rule. The Umayyad Caliph Mu’awiya was known to pay people to
make up false ‘hadith’ especially against Imam Ali (‘a). Therefore
not every hadith is to be trusted.
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When we hear of a hadith from Rasulullah (s) or an Imam (‘a), we
rely on hadith experts to look at who the hadith has come from
and who are the people who narrated it and wrote it down, in
order to be sure if the hadith is authentic (sahih) or not.

c) Hadith al-Qudsi: Hadith al-Qudsi is a hadith in which Allah Himself
speaks in the 1*" person. This means the words and the meanings
are both from Allah. However it is not a part of the Qur’an and
therefore not intended to be a part of the miracle. This means a
hadith al-qudsi can also be authentic or forged and has to be
studied carefully. You can tell a hadith al-qudsi right away because
it always ends with “Rasulullah (s) said that Allah says:.....”. Any
hadith in which you find Allah speaking directly to a Nabi, such as
“O Dawud!...’ or ‘O Muhammad!....’, you should know immediately
that this is a hadith al-qudsi.

It is very important that we don’t confuse hadith al-qudsi with the
Qur’an. Here is an example of a hadith al-qudsi:

Rasulullah (s) has said that Allah (s.w.t.) says:

One who tries to reach Me, knows Me.
One who knows Me, wants Me.
One who wants Me, seeks Me.
One who seeks Me, finds Me.
One who finds Me, serves Me.
One who serves Me, remembers Me.
And one who remembers Me, | remember him with My Mercy.

Tahrif of Qur’an

The word ‘Tahrif’ means ‘Distortion’ or ‘Change’. To believe in the tahrif
of the Qur'an means to believe that the Qur'an we have with us at
present is not the original, complete revelation of Allah to Rasulullah (s).

Some Muslims accuse the Shi’ah of believing in tahrif of Qur’an. They say

the Shi’ahs believe that the present Qur’an is not complete and many
things in it are missing or have been changed.
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Now there are ahadith (plural of hadith) in many Sunni and Shi’ah books
about tahrif but actually no Muslim believes in the authenticity of these
ahadith and some scholars try and interpret the ahadith differently.

It is important for us to know and believe with absolute certainty that
the Qur’an is the final message to mankind and it is protected from
tahrif i.e. it can never be altered, whether by adding something or
removing something or deleting something.

Shi’ah Muslims therefore do not believe in the tahrif of Qur'an. The
belief of the Shi’ah Muslims is that the Qur’an is complete with not a
single letter added or missing.

Allah says in the Qur’an:
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Indeed We have sent down the Reminder (i.e. the Qur’an), and indeed

We will protect it.
- Surah al-Hijr, 15:9

What the Shi’ahs do believe is that the present Qur'an may not be
arranged in the exact order that Rasulullah (s) had arranged it. We know
that Imam Ali (‘a) had compiled a copy of the Qur’an himself and it was
arranged in the exact order as intended by Rasulullah (s). Imam Ali (‘a)
also wrote his own comments and explanations to all the verses of the
Qur’an i.e. when each ayah was revealed, why it was revealed (called
sabab an-nuzul in Arabic), and any explanations from Rasulullah (s)
about the ayat of Qur’an. This copy of the Qur’an by Imam Ali (‘a) is not
with us and when Imam al-Mahdi (‘atfs) returns, he will introduce it to
mankind.

The Qur’an as an Eternal Miracle
We have said the Qur’an is an eternal miracle. It is unchanged and also

unchallenged. The Qur’an challenges people to bring its like if they dare
and it also challenges people to find any faults in it:
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Do they not ponder on the Qur’an? Had it been from [someone] other
than Allah, they would have surely found much discrepancy in it.
- Surah an-Nisa, 4:82
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And if you are in doubt about what We have sent down to Our servant,
then bring a surah like it, and call your helpers besides Allah, should you
be truthful. And if you do not - and you will not - then beware of the Fire
whose fuel will be humans and stones, prepared for the faithless.
- Surah al-Bagarah, 2:23-4
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Do they say, ‘He has fabricated it?” Say, ‘Then bring a surah like it, and

call whomever you can, besides Allah, should you be truthful.’
- Surah Yunus, 10:38

The Qur’an is therefore a miracle in more than one way: language and
style, prophecies, scientific revelations, the best code of life and its
relevance today even 1400 years later.

Language

The language of the Qur’an is of such high standard that even the Arabs
in the time of Rasulullah (s) who took pride in their skills in language and
literature, were unable to match it. Repeatedly they confessed when
they heard the ayat of the Qur’an, ‘these are not the words of a human
being’ (ma hdadha kalam al-bashar). The Qur’an has its own unique style
that is neither poetry nor prose.

Some people try to find grammar mistakes in the Qur’an but that is very
silly. The fact is, the Arabic language has only survived because of the
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Qur'an and all Arabic grammar rules were created from studying the
Qur'an. So when we see our grammar rules do not agree with the
Qur’an, it is actually the fault of those who made the rules from the
Qur’an and not a mistake in the Qur’an!

We should make an effort to study the Arabic language and to recite the
Qur’an in Arabic in order to appreciate the beauty and miracle of the
Qur’an and the power and conviction with which it speaks. When we
read the Qur’an in Arabic, it leaves no doubt in our minds and hearts
that the Speaker is not human yet He knows the nature of human beings
very well. In other words, we are convinced that the Author of the
Qur’an is none other than our Creator, the Mighty and Glorious Lord of
the Universe!

Prophecies

The Qur'an made several prophecies, all of which came true. For
example, Surah 111 curses Abu Lahab and his wife and foretells that
they will both be destined for Hell.
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May the hands of Abu Lahab perish, and may he perish! Neither his
wealth will help him, nor what he had earned. Soon he will enter the
blazing fire, and his wife [too], the firewood carrier, with a rope of palm

fibre around her neck.
- Surah al-Masad, 111:1-5

Abu Lahab was the uncle of Rasulullah (s) but an ardent enemy of
Rasulullah (s) as well. Most Makkan polytheists accepted Islam before
Rasulullah (s) passed away. If Abu Lahab wanted to prove the Qur’an
wrong, the easiest way for him was to recite the Kalima. Even if he
would have done this in pretension, it would have challenged the
prophecy of the Qur’an. Yet Abu Lahab and his wife died with hatred for
Rasulullah (s) and in opposition to Islam.

Another example was the Qur’'an’s prediction about the Romans victory
over the Persians. During the time of Rasulullah (s) the Romans and the
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Persians were seen as the world’s ‘superpowers’. The Persians were also
polytheists. When they defeated the Romans, the Arab mushrikun
(polytheists) were very happy because they thought they would now
have the help of the Persians to stop the spread of Islam. But the Qur’an
predicted that even after defeat, in a few years the Romans would
overcome the Persians; and that is exactly what happened:
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Byzantium (i.e. the Romans) has been vanquished in a nearby territory,

but following their defeat they will be victors in a few years....
- Surah Room, 30:2-4

Lack of Discrepancies

We have seen the ayah (verse) of Qur'an challenging people to find a
fault in the Qur’'an (4:82).

Think about this: The Qur'an was revealed over 23 years. 12 years in
Makkah and 11 years in Madina. If Rasulullah (s) was not really a
messenger from Allah and if he was making the Qur'an up himself, it
would be impossible for him to remember everything he had said over
23 years and we would have found so many contradictions in the
Qur’an. But despite the gradual revelation, there is no contradictions in
the Qur’an. This in itself is a miracle for anyone who reflects!

Code of Life

The Qur’an is a book of guidance. It gives the framework for humans to
live on and how to be successful both in this world and the Hereafter.
The central theme of Tawhid teaches humans to be free and to
surrender to Allah alone so that they are not submissive to anyone or
anything else. The Qur'an teaches humans to be free of superstitions
and myths that hold them hostage. The Qur’an teaches moderation and
the perfect balance that ensures humans are not driven by greed and
selfishness but also enjoy Allah’s blessings and benefit from the life of
this world without losing the Hereafter. No other book or religion
contains the perfect Code of Conduct for humans that remains relevant
in all times and ages.
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Science

Unlike religions that have a long history of being opposed to science and
human progress, the Qur’an in fact is ahead of science. The more
humans research and discover scientific facts, the more they prove the
Qur’an to be a miracle. From human development to animal life, from
how the universe functions to the ocean tides and the mountains.

Here are some examples from the Qur’an of scientific nature. Though
these verses were revealed 1400 years ago, science continues to prove
the Qur’an is right:

Stages in the Development of a Human Being
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O people! If you are in doubt about the resurrection, [consider that] We
indeed created you from dust, then from a drop of fluid, then from a
clinging mass (embryo), then from a fleshy tissue (fetus), partly formed
and partly unformed, so that We may manifest [Our power] to you. We
establish in the wombs whatever We wish for a specified term, then We
bring you forth as infants, then [We rear you] so that you may come of
age.
- Surah al-Hajj, 22:5

On Clouds, Hail and the Water Cycle
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Have you not regarded that Allah drives the clouds, then He composes
them, then He piles them up, then you see the rain falling from its midst?
And He sends down hail from the sky, out of the mountains that are in it,
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and He strikes with it whomever He wishes, and turns it away from
whomever He wishes. The brilliance of its lightening almost takes away
the sight.
- Surah an-Nur, 24:43
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It is Allah who sends the winds. Then they raise a cloud, then He spreads
it as He wishes in the sky, and forms it into fragments, then you see the

rain falling from its midst.
- Surah Room, 30:48

In conclusion then, we can see that truly the Quran will remain a guide
for humanity till the end of this world. The more closely we look into the
ayat (verses) of the Qur’an, the more it will reveal its secrets to us
because the Qur’an is not confined for the people of one period. Its
message is for all humans in all periods of time and its wisdom extends
even beyond this world and covers the world to come.
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Lesson 4
Infallibility (“Ismah)

Concept of ‘Ismah

‘Ismah (infallibility) is the Islamic concept that those who are appointed
by Allah to guide others must be sinless and must never disobey Allah.
Most Sunni Muslims believe that prophets are sinless only when they are
receiving revelation (wahy) from Allah so that they do not make any
mistake when delivering the revelation to people.

Shi’ah Muslims believe that even the words and actions of prophets
(that are called his hadith and sunnah) are very important in
understanding Islam and therefore a Nabi or Rasul is always ma’sum
(sinless). Shi’ah Muslims also believe that the daughter of Rasulullah (s),
Sayyida Fatima (‘a) and the twelve Imams from the Household (Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a) of Rasulullah (s) are ma’sum and together with Rasulullah (s)
they form the fourteen ma’sumeen.

Of course other pious members of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) were also free of
sin but when we say these fourteen are the ma’sumeen we mean their
being sinless (or infallible) is a requirement of religion because of their
position and role in Islam.

Meaning of ‘Ismah

The word ‘ismah means a protection or a covering. It is therefore a
special grace (lutf) of Allah that is given to a person so that he is able to
keep away from sins out of his or her own free will. A person who is
given this gift of ‘ismah is called a ma’sum (female: ma’suma) and the
plural is ma’sumeen.

It is important to understand that a ma’sum is not forced by Allah or
unable to commit sins but he or she keeps away from sin by his own
power and freewill. A ma’sum keeps away from sin because of his or her
deep understanding of how sin harms the soul of a person and also
because a ma’sum is aware and conscious of Allah’s presence at all
times. This is just like ordinary people who have the freewill to hurt their
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bodies but they don’t do it because they know how painful and harmful
it will be. People commit sins because they don’t realize how much they
are harming their souls. If they knew that, they would not even think of
committing a sin.

One can also think of ‘ismah in this way: it is within your power to go
naked in the streets. But have you ever thought of doing so? No. Why?
Because it is far below your dignity to behave like that. Similarly a
ma’sum does not even think of sin because it is far below his or her
dignity.

Necessity of ‘Ismah

A ma’sum Nabi, Rasul or Imam does not even sin by mistake. Allah
makes sure that it never happens and protects them from such mistakes.

Why is it necessary for Allah to protect them so much? And what do we
mean when we say it is a necessity of Islam that a Nabi or Imam should
be ma’sum?

The answer is that Allah sent the anbiya (‘a) and aimmah (‘a) to guide
people to the Right Path (Sirat al-Mustagim) and to become role models
and examples to follow. He also asked people to listen to all their words
and watch all their actions so that they may be guided by it. For
example, Allah tells us about Rasulullah (s):
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In the Messenger of Allah there is certainly for you a good example (to

follow), for those who look forward to Allah and the Last Day, and
remember Allah much.

- Surah al-Ahzab, 33:21
Now if a Nabi or Imam sometimes made mistakes or committed sins
even by accident, how would we know what to follow and what to

ignore?

That is why Allah also tells us about Rasulullah (s):
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Nor does he speak out of [his own] desire: it is just a revelation that is

revealed [to him].
- Surah an-Najm, 53:3-4

So Islam’s goal of guidance to humankind could not be achieved if the
guides themselves had not been sinless (ma’sumeen).

Also, suppose a man who commits sins like ordinary people claimed that
he has been sent by Allah to lead the people to the Right Path, how
would the people be sure that he is saying the truth?

Allah also says in the Qur’an:
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We did not send any messenger but to be obeyed by Allah’s leave...
- Surah an-Nisa, 4:64

Now if the anbiya were to be obeyed and followed - and we know that
Allah does not want us to follow wrongdoers - how can we obey the
anbiya unless they are sinless and free from committing errors and sins?

When Allah (s.w.t.) told Nabi Ibrahim (‘a) that He was appointing him as
an Imam, Nabi Ibrahim (‘a) asked if his children will also be made Imam.
Allah replied that the wrongdoers from his descendants will never be
given this honour:

-
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And when his Lord tested Ibrahim with certain words, and he fulfilled
them, He said, ‘1 am making you the Imam of mankind.’ Said he, ‘And
from among my descendants?’ He said, ‘My pledge does not extend to
the unjust.’
- Surah al-Bagarah, 2:124
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This proves that Allah only chooses those who are ma’sum to represent
Him as guides to the human race.

Some Muslims quote examples from the Qur’an to show that the anbiya
made mistakes. For example, the story of Nabi Adam (‘a) eating from the
forbidden tree.

There are however many reasons to explain why Nabi Adam (‘a) never
committed a sin. Firstly, when Nabi Adam (‘a) was told not to go near a
tree, it was not in this world. So there was no shari’ah and laws of halal
and haram there.

Secondly, Allah told the angels He was going to create a khalifa on the
earth:
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When your Lord said to the angels, ‘Indeed | am going to set a khalifa on

the earth,’ they said, ‘Will You set in it someone (i.e. humans) who will
cause corruption in it, and shed blood, while we celebrate Your praise
and proclaim Your sanctity?’ He said, ‘Indeed | know what you do not
know.’
- Surah al-Bagarah, 2:30

So Nabi Adam (‘a) only became a Nabi after coming to the earth.

Thirdly, when Nabi Adam (‘a) was in the Garden before coming to the
earth, Shaytan misled him by swearing in the name of Allah. Nabi Adam
(‘a) was the first human being. He had never heard anyone say a lie and
he never imagined anyone could swear falsely in Allah’s Name.

Whenever we hear of any “mistakes” made by the anbiya, they are not
actually sins that affect their position as spiritual guides. Instead such
actions are called Tark al-Awla which means “Leaving the Better
Option”. It is possible for a Nabi to do this and for Allah to correct him or
remind him but as such, a Nabi cannot commit sins. We shall learn more
about Tark al-Awla in Book 8.
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Types of ‘Ismah

There are two types of infallibility (‘ismah): general (‘ammah) and
specific (khassah).

Al-‘Ismah al-‘Aammah: This is a general kind of “sinlessness” that is
accessible to everyone. For example, the angels are sinless in this sense.
They don’t commit sins but it is not out of choice. Similarly, newborns
and very young children are also called “ma’sum” in this sense. Even if
we protect ourselves from certain sins, we can be said to be “ma’sum” in
a limited sense. For example, if you never steal or backbite, we could say
you are infallible (ma’sum) from stealing and backbiting. There have
always been some very pious individuals in Islam who did everything
wajib and kept away from all haram matters. But they may have made
mistakes when they were young and they learnt to become pious with
time, knowledge and experience. Also, when such pious individuals keep
away from sin, it is very good but if they didn’t, it would make no
difference to us or the rest of mankind. Their ‘ismah is only for their own
sake. So their ‘ismah is also part of this general sinlessness (al-‘ismah al-
‘ammabh).

Al-‘Ismah al-Khassah: This is a special and specific kind of infallibility that
is a requirement of Islam for any prophet or Imam to have. This ‘ismah is
special because it affects everyone else as well. And it can be further
divided into two categories: the ‘ismah of all the anbiya and rusul
besides Rasulullah (s), the Last Messenger; and the ‘ismah of Rasulullah
(s) and the thirteen ma’sumeen (‘a) from his family (Ahl al-Bayt) (‘a).

The other anbiya and rusul besides the fourteen ma’sumeen (‘a) of
Islam, may sometimes make a choice that is not the best even though it
is not a sin (i.e. tark al-awla). But the fourteen ma’sumeen (‘a) do not
commit even tark al-awla. They are Allah’s most perfect creation and
about whom Allah says in the Qur’an:
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Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the

Household, and purify you with a thorough purification.
- Surah al-Ahzab, 33:33

41



Agaid

Lesson 5
Taqiyya
The Concept of Tagiyya

Tagiyya means to hide one’s faith and not to let others know what you
really believe. Islam allows us to do this if our lives are in danger or we
fear others may harm us.

We know tagiyya is allowed in Islam because Allah says in the Qur’an:
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The faithful should not take the faithless for allies instead of the faithful,
and whoever does that Allah will have nothing to do with him, except
when you are wary of them out of caution.
- Surah Aal-i Imran, 3:28

The condition for tagiyya is that when we hide out faith it should not put
the life of another Muslim in danger nor should it misguide others or put
Islam in danger.

Some Sunni Muslims believe tagiyya was only allowed in the early days
of Islam when Muslims were few and they were being tortured but now
it is haram to practice tagiyya. Other Sunni Muslims believe taqiyya is
still allowed but only with non-Muslims if a person is living in their midst
and fears for his life.

The Shi’ahs on the other hand believe tagiyya can be practiced even
today. The condition is not whether it is practiced against another
Muslim or non-Muslim. The condition is that as long Islam is not harmed
and another person’s life is not in danger, then it is wajib to save your
life even if you have to lie and hide your true faith.

Some Sunni Muslims accuse the Shi’ah Muslims of hypocrisy because

they practice taqiyya against them (Sunni Muslims). But what we have to
realize is that over the last 1400 years of Muslim history, the Shi’ah have
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always been persecuted, tortured and killed by the ruling Banu Umayya
and Banu Abbas rulers and the Shi’ah had to hide their faith and love for
the Ahl al-Bayt (a’) in order to save their lives. Even today, there are
sects such as the Wahabbi who teach their followers that it is good to kill
the Shi’ah.

Our Imams therefore taught us to be wise: when Islam is in danger then
you should even sacrifice your life. But when there is nothing to be
gained, then it is foolish to put yourself in harm’s way and risk your life.
Instead, we should hide our faith, which is the meaning of taqgiyya.

The famous Sunni scholar at-Tabari defined taqiyya as, ‘to say with the
tongue (against what one believes) while the heart rests comfortably in
faith (iman). As long as one does not believe what one says and it is only
out of fear of people, but the heart rests in faith, then there is no harm
and he has not committed a sin.”*

Difference from Nifaq

Those who accuse the Shi’ah of hiding their true faith and beliefs say the
Shi’ahs are being hypocrites (munafigeen) by practising taqiyya because
they are saying and doing things other than what is in their hearts.

However nothing is further from the truth. Taqiyya is actually the exact
opposite of Nifaq (hypocrisy).

A hypocrite (munafiq) pretends to follow the right path but in his heart
he believes in the wrong things and he pretends to have faith only to
cheat others and take wrong advantage of them.

A person who practices taqiyya pretends to follow the wrong path but in
his heart he believes in the truth and he pretends only out of fear and to
preserve his or her life.

In other words the Shi’ah are not allowed to practice tagiyya unless they
fear for their safety. But if they are in danger, then naturally who the
person threatening them should not matter, whether it a non-Muslim or
a Muslim who believes it is lawful to harm or kill Shi’ahs.

! Tabari, Jam’i al-Bayan, 3:28
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Furthermore, some well known Sunni scholars have also supported the
belief in Taqiyya. The famous Sunni scholar and mufassir (commentator)
of the Qur'an, Nawawi wrote that Hasan al-Basri said, ‘Taqgiyya is
permitted for the faithful (mu’mineen) until the Day of Resurrection
because repelling harm from oneself is obligatory (wajib) as much as
possible.” Nawawi also wrote in his tafsir of Qur’an that during the time
of Rasulullah (s) there was a man who claimed to be a prophet of God.
He was known as Musaylama al-Kadhab (the Liar). Musaylama once
captured two companions of Rasulullah (s) and said to one of them, ‘Do
you bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of God?’ He said,
‘Yes, yes, yes.” He asked again, ‘And do you testify that | am the
messenger of God?’ He said, ‘yes’. So he released him. Then he called
the other and asked him, “Do you bear witness that Muhammad is the
Messenger of God?’ He said, ‘Yes’. Then he asked, ‘Do you testify that |
am the messenger of God?’ and he replied, ‘1 am deaf’ so he had him
killed. This news reached Rasulullah (s) and he said, ‘As for this one who
was killed, he went by his conviction and proved himself, so blessings on
him. And for the other, he took advantage of what Allah has permitted
him and there is no harm on him’.?

The Sunni mufassir Tha’labi narrated from lbn Musayyib who said: A
man came to Rasulullah (s) in Madina and said: ‘I think | have ruined
myself!” ‘What is it with you?’ asked Rasulullah (s). ‘The Quraysh
tortured me until | testified to what they believe in.” he lamented. ‘How
was your heart (at the time)?’ asked Rasulullah (s). He said, ‘At peace
(with Islam and not in doubt)’ ‘So if they repeat the same then you
repeat the same’, commanded the Prophet (s). And he said that thrice.’

And other Sunni scholars narrate from A’isha the wife of Rasulullah (s)
that a man related to Rasulullah (s) came to see him and requested
permission to enter and Rasulullah (s) remarked at how evil he was.
Then he allowed him to enter and spoke well to him. When he left,
A’isha asked him, ‘Messenger of Allah, after what you said of him, you
spoke so nicely to him?’ So he replied, ‘O A’isha, the worst of men is one
whom people avoid, out of being wary of his evil.’

2 Nawawi, Marah Labid, on Qur'an 3:28
* Tha'labi, al-Kashf wa al-Bayan, Qur'an 3:28
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And finally, the most authentic hadith source for Sunni Muslims — Sahih
Bukhari — narrates from Abu Darda (a companion of Rasulullah (s)) who
said, ‘we used to smile at people’s faces while in our hearts we cursed
them.” And in a similar report from lbn Abi Dunya, he said, ‘we used to
laugh with them’ and other such traditions.”

Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq (‘a) said, ‘Rasulullah (s) used to say: “He that has no
tagiyya has no religion (deen).”

When Tagiyya is Haram

When we say ‘practising tagiyya’ we mean pretending like those around
you and in whose midst you are even though your belief and practice is
different from theirs. The rules of tagiyya however are as follows:

1. Taqgiyya should be practised only if one is afraid of being harmed
by those around him or her. It is haram to practice it just to ‘fit in’
e.g. with non-Muslims or their culture and especially it is haram to
practice it to deceive fellow Muslims if there is no danger to one’s
life, property or reputation.

2. Taqgiyya is haram if by saving your life you put the life of another
Muslim in danger.

3. Tagiyya is haram if by saving yourself you put Islam in danger and
the true message of Allah may be lost or changed forever.

4. Tagiyya is haram if you are a religious or spiritual leader and
others look up to you for guidance and if by practising taqiyya,
those who follow you may be confused in their religion and may
go astray. For this reason, a Nabi or Imam does not practice
taqiyya. For example, it was haram for Imam Husayn (‘a) to pledge
allegiance to Yazid out of taqgiyya, only to save his life. This would
confuse many Muslims and they too would believe it is ok to
pledge allegiance to a sinful tyrant like Yazid.

If however, a person fears for his or her own safety and neither Islam
nor the lives or faith of other Muslims would be in danger, then a person
must see if any good would come out of speaking the truth and not

* Alusi, Ruh al-Ma’ani, 3:28
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practising tagiyya. If some good will come out of it, then they have a
choice of either standing for the truth and even sacrificing their lives for
it or saving their lives through tagiyya. And if nothing beneficial will
come out of it then of course it is wajib to practice taqgiyya.

There are many examples in history when prominent companions of
Rasulullah (s) and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) could have practised taqiyya but
instead they chose to speak the truth before the tyrant even though
they paid for it with their lives. History recorded their courage and faith
and how they exposed the tyrants forever. For example, Yasir and
Sumayya, the parents of Ammar bin Yasir, who were the first martyrs of
Islam; or the companions of Imam ‘Ali (“a) who were tortured and killed
after him for saying the truth and speaking in favour of Imam ‘Ali (‘a),
such as Maytham at-Tammar and Rushayd al-Hijri who were killed by
‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad; and Kumayl b. Ziyad and Qanbar who were killed
by Hajjaj b. Yusuf ath-Thaqafi.

Examples from Qur’an

The following verses of the Qur’an support the practice of Taqgiyya:

A S )Q\NY\; ,m W *“;‘ APURRHL 415\,,5

Whoever gives up falth in Allah after his falth - except someone who is
forced while his heart is at rest in faith - those who open up their chests
to unfaith, upon such shall be Allah’s wrath, and there is a great
punishment for them.

- Surah an-Nahl, 16:106
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The faithful should not take the faithless for allies instead of the faithful,
and whoever does that Allah will have nothing to do with him, except

when you are wary of them out of caution.
- Surah Aal-i Imran, 3:28
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Said a man of faith from Fir’'aun’s clan, who concealed his faith, ‘Will you
kill a man for saying, “My Lord is Allah,” ...
- Surah Ghafir, 40:28

The last ayah (verse) above refers to a man who was a cousin of Fir'aun
and used his influence to protect Nabi Musa (‘a) without letting Fir'aun
know that he was believed in Nabi Musa (‘a). He is known in Islamic
history as ‘The Faithful from the Family of Fir'aun’ (Mu’min Aal Fir’aun).
The wife of Fir'aun was also a believer in Nabi Musa (‘a). Her name was
Asiya and she too hid her faith until when Nabi Musa (‘a) was in danger.
Then both Asiya and Mu’min Aal Fir'aun revealed their true faith and
Fir'aun had both of them killed.

Examples from History (Tarikh)
Ammar Yasir

During the early days of Islam in Makkah, when Abu Jahl heard that
Ammar and his parents (Yasir and Sumayya) had become Muslim, he was
very angry. With a group of other polytheists, he went to Ammar’s house
and burnt it down. Then the men took Ammar and his father Yasir and
mother Sumayya and tied them with ropes in a desert area outside
Makkah and began torturing them.

They whipped them until they bled and even burnt them with torches of
fire but this family remained firm in their faith. Then they put rocks on
their chests and left them under the hot sun at noon time.

Finally, ‘Ammar saw his parents being killed brutally before his own eyes
and under extreme stress, he agreed to what the polytheists wanted him
to say just so they would let him go. Some of the Muslims began to say,
‘Ammar has become faithless’ but Rasulullah (s) defended him saying,
‘Never! Ammar is filled with faith, from his head to his toes.” And when
‘Ammar came to the Prophet (s), weeping and remorseful. The Prophet
(s) wiped his tears saying, ‘Do not weep. And if they repeat what they
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did to you again, they you too repeat and say what you said before.” And
it is concerning ‘Ammar that Allah revealed:
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Whoever gives up faith in Allah after his faith - except someone who is
forced while his heart is at rest in faith - those who open up their chests
to unfaith, upon such shall be Allah’s wrath, and there is a great
punishment for them.

- Surah an-Nahl, 16:106

Hadrat Abu Talib (‘a)

You have seen earlier the story of Mu’min Aal Fir’aun who is mentioned
in the Qur’an in Surah 40 ayah 28 that he used to hide his faith so that
he could use his influence to protect Nabi Musa (‘a).

Hadrat Abu Talib, the uncle of Rasulullah (s) (and father of Imam Ali (‘a))
was the same. He was the chief of Makkah and as long as he was alive,
the other Makkan leaders like Abu Sufyan and Abu Jahl could not harm
Rasulullah (s). But this was only possible as long as Hadrat Abu Talib did
not openly say he was a Muslim. If he showed himself as a Muslim then
he would lose his power and status and he would not be able to support
and protect Rasulullah (s).

We do however see a lot of evidence of his faith in Rasulullah (s) in many
of Hadrat Abu Talib’s poetry in praise of Rasulullah (s). We also know
that Hadrat Abu Talib helped Rasulullah (s) make his first public
announcement at Da’wah Dhul ‘Ashirah, he also recited the ‘aqd of
marriage between Rasulullah (s) and Sayyida Khadija (‘a) and he also
protected Rasulullah (s) and all the new Muslims in his valley called Sh’ib
Abu Talib when the Quraysh imposed sanctions against the Muslims. All
these incidents and more show that Hadrat Abu Talib (‘a) was a Muslim
and one of the best of them but did not openly declare his faith.

Shortly after Hadrat Abu Talib (‘a) and Sayyida Khadija (‘a) passed away,

Rasulullah (s) had to leave Makkah and migrate to Madina because there
was no one to protect him against the evil plots of the Quraysh. In fact
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the Quraysh only plotted to assassinate Rasulullah (s) after Hadrat Abu
Talib (‘a) passed away.

Much later on, after even Rasulullah (s) passed away and the Banu
Umayya came to power, they began teaching people that Hadrat Abu
Talib (‘a) died a non-Muslim and will not enter Jannah. This was mainly
because he was the father of Imam Ali (‘a) and the Banu Umayya
(especially Mu’awiya) hated Imam Ali (‘a) and used to make up stories to
tarnish his image.

Unfortunately, because the majority of Muslims simply followed the
Banu Umayya as their rulers, this idea of Abu Talib not being a Muslim
has spread amongst Sunni Muslims who believe this even today.

The Shi’ahs and Sunnis therefore have a fundamental difference on a
person who says verbally he is a Muslim just to save his life but in his
heart he is a hypocrite versus someone who doesn’t say he is a Muslim
but his heart is full of faith. The first person is a munafiq and the second
person is a mu’min. In Islamic history, these two roles are symbolized by
Abu Sufyan and Hadrat Abu Talib (‘a) respectively.

The Sunni Muslims say Abu Sufyan was a Muslim because he recited the
Kalima when Rasulullah (s) took over Makkah from him and therefore
Abu Sufyan died a Muslim and will go to Jannah. And they say Abu Talib
was not a Muslim because even when he was dying he did not recite the
Kalima and therefore he will not go to Jannah. So they go by what was
said by a person and not the true intentions of a person.

The Shi’ah Muslims say that Abu Sufyan was the leader of the polytheists
of Makkah. He plotted against Rasulullah (s) and fought him for most of
his life. When Makkah was lost, he recited the kalima ash-shahadah only
to save his life. But even after that, his disloyalty to Islam is well known.
Even his son Mu’awiya, his wife Hind and his grandson Yazid are known
for their hatred for Rasulullah (s) and Islam — though at face value they
recited Kalima. So really, they were hypocrites and will go to Jahannam.

On the other hand, Hadrat Abu Talib (‘a) is one of the most eminent
people of Paradise. He spent his entire life protecting Rasulullah (s). He
sheltered him, raised him like his own son, fed him before he fed his
own children and gave Rasulullah (s) all the protection and support to
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spread his message in Makkah. He allowed the other Makkan leaders to
think he was only defending his nephew. Yet because he did not openly
declare the kalima ash-shahadah and the Banu Umayya made up false
stories that he was asked on his deathbed to recite the Kalima and he
refused, the Sunni scholars today consider him to have died faithless.
Hadrat Abu Talib (‘a) taught us how to practice tagiyya and he is as
worthy of praise and esteem in Allah’s view as the Mu’min Aal Fir’aun.
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Lesson 6
Qiyamah

There once lived a Muslim who secretly drank alcohol in his house. One
day a small boy walked into his room and saw him. Now the man was
terrified. Would the boy tell someone what he had seen? How would the
man face his family and friends in the masjid? He could not sleep at night
as he worried about everybody finding out about his drinking.

What a strange man! He was more scared of a little boy than of Allah.
Allah sees all we do and there will be a Day when we will have to
account for all we have done. That will be the Day of Judgement.

Stages of the Day of Judgement

No one knows the exact time of the Day of Resurrection. It is a secret
known to Allah alone. But many verses of the Qur’an tell us about what
will happen during the Day of Judgement. One verse of the Qur’an
mentions the length of the Day of Judgement like 50,000 years in this
world:
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The angels and the Spirit ascend to Him in a day whose measure is fifty

thousand years.
- Surah al-Ma’arij, 70:4

Blowing of the Trumpet

When the Hour of Doom comes to pass, Allah will command the
archangel Israfil (‘a) to blow a Trumpet given to him by Allah. When
Israfil (‘a) blows this trumpet, everyone in the heavens and on the earth
will fall unconscious and die.
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And the Trumpet will be blown, and whoever is in the heavens will swoon

and whoever is on the earth, except whomever Allah wishes.
- Surah az-Zumar, 39:68
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Then the earth will shake violently. The stars will fall away. The
mountains will crumble and turn to dust. The oceans will be set on fire
and the whole solar system that we know of will collapse...
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When the sun turns dark, when the stars fall down, when the mountains
are set moving, when the pregnant camels are neglected, when the wild
beasts are brought together, when the seas are set on fire.

- Surah at-Takwir, 81:1-6
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The day mankind will be like scattered moths, and the mountains will be

like tufts of wool.
- Surah al-Qari’ah, 101:4-5
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When the sky is split open and obeys its Lord as it should. When the earth
is spread out and throws out what is in it, emptying itself, and obeys its
Lord as it should.

- Surah al-Inshigaq, 84:1-5

And the whole earth will be changed into a new earth:
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The day the earth is transformed into another earth and the heavens [as
well], and they are presented before Allah, the One, the Supreme.
- Surah lbrahim, 14:48
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The earth will then become one flat surface:
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They question you concerning the mountains. Say, ‘My Lord will scatter
them [like dust].” Then He will leave it (the earth) a level plain. You will
not see any crookedness or unevenness in it. On that day they will follow
a caller in whom there will be no crookedness. The voices will be silenced
before the All-Merciful (Lord), and you will hear nothing but a murmur.

- Surah Ta Ha, 20:105-8

Thereafter the angel Israfil (‘a) will be brought back to life and Allah will

command him to blow the Trumpet a second time and everyone who
ever lived will come back to life:
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Then it (the Trumpet) will be blown a second time, behold, they will rise
up, looking on!

- Surah az-Zumar, 39:68

No one knows how long everyone will remain dead between the two
blowings of the Trumpet. The sound of the Trumpet (as-Sur)’s second
blowing will indicate the start of the Day of Judgement. And when
people are raised again, it will be a new world altogether:
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And when the Trumpet is blown, behold, there they will be, scrambling
from their graves towards their Lord! They will say, ‘Woe to us! Who

raised us from our place of sleep?’ ‘This is what the All-Merciful (Lord)
had promised, and the messengers had spoken the truth!” It will be but a
single Cry, and, behold, they will all be presented before Us!

- Surah Ya Sin, 36:51-53
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When the Trumpet is blown, there will be no ties between them on that
day, nor will they ask [about] each other.
- Surah al-Mu’minun, 23:101

The Resurrection

The Resurrection of the dead will be physical. It won’t be spirits or souls
alone.

When people challenged Rasulullah (s) and asked him how Allah would
bring the dead back to life, Allah replied them saying:
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He says, ‘Who shall revive the bones when they have decayed?’ Say, ‘He
will revive them who produced them the first time, and He has
knowledge of all creation.

- Surah Ya Sin, 36:78-79

G ol o e T o8 i ol s T by Lol
Does man suppose that We shall not put together his bones? Yes indeed,
We are able to complete [even] his fingertips!
- Surah al-Qiyamah, 75:3-4

A Muslim must therefore believe that the Resurrection will be of the
souls and bodies just like in this world.
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with a humbled look [in their eyes], they will emerge from the graves as
if they were scattered locusts,
- Surah al-Qamar, 54:7
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The day when they emerge from the graves, hurrying, as if racing toward

a target.
- Surah al-Ma’arij, 70:43

Mahshar — The Gathering Place

As massive earthquakes and changes in the earth flatten everything and
the earth becomes one flat, smooth, extended surface, everyone will be
resurrected and they will all gather for accounting before Allah. This
open, flat, plain field where the entire human race will stand for
accounting is called Mahshar.

Imam Ali (‘a) describes this event:

That day would be such that Allah would collect on it the previous
generations and the latter, to stand in obedience for accounting and for
being paid for their deeds. Sweat would flow up to their mouths like reins
while the earth would be trembling under them. In the best condition
among them would be someone who has found a resting place for both
his feet and an open place for his breath.’

The condition of people at this time will be such that every man, woman
and child will be concerned only about his or her own well being, and
not of others:
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So when the deafening Cry comes - the day when a man will evade his
brother, his mother and his father, his spouse and his sons - that day
each of them will have something to keep him preoccupied.
- Surah ‘Abasa, 80:33-37

> Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon 101
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Imam Ali b. Musa ar-Rida (‘a) said, ‘There are three occasions when this
creation (humans) is most bewildered and frightened: The day he is
born, he comes out of the womb of his mother and sees the world (for
the first time); And the day he dies and sees the next world and its
people; And the day he will be resurrected and will see the commands
(or judgments) which he had not seen in this world.’

After everyone has gathered on one plain and is standing in fear and
awe, then a voice will call out, ‘To whom does the Kingdom belong
today?’ Everyone will hear this and realize their power was not really
any independent power and the only King was always Allah the Creator.
There will be none to answer. Then Allah will declare again, ‘To Allah,
the Only One, the Supreme’:
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The day when they will emerge [from their graves], nothing about them
will be hidden from Allah. ‘To whom does the kingdom belong today?’
‘To Allah, the One, the Supreme!’

- Surah al-Ghafir, 40:16

Questioning of Prophets and their Nations

The first people to be questioned on the Day of Judgement will be the
prophets and messengers. Allah will ask them if they delivered the
message they were given so that everyone present can see that there
was no failing on the part of Allah’s guides.
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The day We shall call every group of people with their Imam, then
whoever is given his book in his right hand—they will read it, and they

will not be wronged so much as a single date-thread.
- Surah Banu Israil, 17:71
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And when Allah will say, ‘O Isa son of Maryam! Was it you who said to
the people, “Take me and my mother for gods besides Allah”’?’ He will
say, ‘glory be to You! It is not for me to say what | have no right to [say].
Had | said it, You would certainly have known it: You know whatever is in
my self, and | do not know what is in Your Self. Indeed You are knower of
all that is Unseen. | did not say to them [anything] except what You had
commanded me [to say]: “Worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord.” And |
was a witness to them so long as | was among them. But when You had
taken me away, You Yourself were watchful over them, and You are
witness to all things. If You punish them, they are indeed Your creatures;
but if You forgive them, You are indeed the All-mighty, the All-wise.’

- Surah al-Maidah, 5:116-118

The Prophets and Imams will also testify for their own people and bear
witness who amongst the people was loyal, sincere and faithful to
Allah’s message.
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Thus We have made you a middle nation that you may be witnesses to
the people, and that the Messenger may be a witness to you.
- Surah al-Bagarah, 2:143
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So how shall it be, when We bring from every nation a witness and We

bring you as a witness to them?
- Surah an-Nisa, 4:41
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...S0 that the Messenger may be a witness over you...
- Surah al-Hajj, 22:78

This proves that Rasulullah (s) is not dead and even though he is not
physically present, he is able to witness what his nation (ummah) does.
In fact, the Light (nur) of Rasulullah (s) and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) existed
even before the creation of the world so it is not impossible for them to
be aware of and witness what people do in this world.

Allah tells us that ordinary martyrs are not dead and we should not call
them dead. How then can we say that Rasulullah (s) or his purified
Household is dead?
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And do not call those who were killed in Allah’s way ‘dead.” Rather, they

are living, but you are not aware.
- Surah al-Bagarah, 2:154
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Do not suppose those who were killed in the way of Allah to be dead;

rather, they are living and provided for near their Lord.
- Surah Aal-i Imran, 3:169

All the Anbiya and Rusul and Aimmah, alayhim as-salam, will also be
asked to pray for those who have sinned but are sincerely sorry so that
Allah will forgive them. This is called Intercession (shafa’ah) and we shall
learn more about it in Book 8. Even though Allah can forgive people
directly, He will give the power of shafa’ah to the Anbiya (‘a) and Rusul
(‘a) and Aimmah (‘a) and especially Rasulullah (s) and his Ahl al-Bayt (‘a),
to honour them and show their status to all of humankind. Some very
learned scholars and very pious individuals will also be given the power
to intercede (i.e. do shafa’ah) for others in their community or their
families. All this will save many people from the fire of Hell. Of course no
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one will be able to help another person except by the permission of
Allah.

Who is it that may intercede with Him except with His permission?
- Surah al-Bagarah, 2:255
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Intercession will not avail that day except from him whom the All-

Merciful allows and approves of his word.
- Surah Ta Ha, 20:109
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Lesson 7
Qiyamah (cont’d)

Rasulullah (s) and his Ahl al-Bayt (‘a)

Out of the trillions and trillions of Allah’s creatures, no one will receive
more honour on the Day of Judgement than Rasulullah (s) and his Ahl al-
Bayt (‘a). They will be given the highest ranks and everyone will want to
be near them. Rasulullah (s) will be near a fountain called Kawthar and
anyone who gets to drink from this fountain will never feel thirsty again
and will enter Paradise. Imam Ali (‘a) will be given the right to decide
who enters Paradise and Hell and that is why he is called ‘Qaseem al-
Jannati wan Nar’ (The Distributor of Paradise and Hellfire). The daughter
of Rasulullah (s) Sayyida Fatima az-Zahra (‘a), for example, will be the
first one to enter Paradise and she will only go in with her Shi’ah
following her. When it is announced on the Day of Judgement, ‘where is
the Beauty of All Worshippers (Zayn al-Abideen)?’ All the trillions of
beings standing on the plains of Mahshar will see Imam Ali b. al-Husayn
Zayn al-Abideen (‘a) being ushered forward and cutting through the
ranks of people and everyone will look at him with amazement and great
love. And in this manner, every individual of the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) will be
honoured and will help their sincere Shi’ah and those who loved them to
get to Jannah (Paradise).

Book of Deeds

Every action a person commits in life and every word he or she utters is
recorded by angels in a Book of Deeds:
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When the twin recorders record [his deeds], seated on the right hand and
on the left: he says no word but that there is a ready observer beside
him.

- Surah Qaf, 50:17-18
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The two angels who record these deeds are called Kiraman Katibin and
you have studied about them in Book 6. One the Day of Judgement,
everyone will be given their Book of Deeds to look at. The good will be
given their Book in their right hand from the front and they will be very
happy to read it and they will know it means they are going to Jannah
(Paradise) and the evil will be given in their left hand from the back and
they will be terrified because they will know it means they are heading
to Hellfire. They will not want to read it but will be forced to.

It will be said to them:
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We have attached every person’s deeds to his neck, and We shall bring it
out for him on the Day of Resurrection as a wide open book that he will
encounter. ‘Read your book! Today your soul suffices as your own
accounter.’

- Surah Banu Israil, 17:13-14
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The Book will be set up. Then you will see the guilty afraid of what is in it.
They will say, ‘Woe to us! What a book is this! It omits nothing, big or
small, without covering it.” They will find present whatever they had

done, and your Lord does not wrong anyone.
- Surah al-Kahf, 18:49

Testimony of Limbs

The evil will deny what is in their Books and will try to lie and protest.
They will argue and even swear that they never committed the sins
recorded in their Book. Allah will then cause their limbs to speak. Their
tongues will be made silent and instead their hands and legs will speak:
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On the day when witness shall be given against them by their tongues,

their hands, and their feet concerning what they used to do.
- Surah Nur, 24:24
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Today We shall seal their mouths, and their hands shall speak to Us, and

their feet shall bear witness concerning what they used to earn.’
- Surah Ya Sin, 36:65

Many other things will bear witness as well. The places where a person
did something good or bad will bear witness. The days and nights will
bear witness. The earth will bear witness, the Qur’an will bear witness
who read it and who did not, the masajid will bear witness who prayed
in them and who did not, and so on. In other words, in the Hereafter,
everything will be alive and able to speak.

The Weighing Scales of Deeds (al-Mizan)

Every person’s actions — good or bad — will be weighed. How ‘heavy’ a
person’s deeds are will depend not only on the action but also on the
person’s understanding and the intention behind the action as well.

For example, if a person prayed only because it was a habit and not
really out of love for Allah, their intention was weak so their salah will be
very light. And if a person is learned in religion and prayed 2 rak’ahs, his
or her salah might be ‘heavier’ than a person who prayed 100 rak’ahs
but was ignorant. The weight of each salawat you recite for Rasulullah
(s) and his Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) will be very heavy. The more you recite it in
this world, the happier you will be on the Day your deeds are weighed.
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We shall set up the scales of justice on the Day of Resurrection, and no
soul will be wronged in the least. Even if it be the weight of a mustard
seed We shall produce it and We suffice as accounters.
- Surah al-Anbiya, 21:47
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The weighing [of deeds] on that Day is a truth. As for those whose deeds
weigh heavy in the scales - it is they who are the successful. As for those
whose deeds weigh light in the scales - it is they who have ruined their

souls, because they used to wrong Our signs.
- Surah al-A’raf, 7:8-9
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Then those whose deeds weigh heavy in the scales—it is they who are
the successful. As for those whose deeds weigh light in the scales—they
will be the ones who have ruined their souls, [and] they will remain in hell

[forever].
- Surah al-Mu’minun, 23:102-3

The Bridge (as-Sirat)

Every person will then be told to try and get to Jannah by crossing over a
bridge (Sirat). The Sirat is a very long bridge from Mahshar all the way to
the gates of Jannah (Paradise) but it passes over Hellfire. Anyone who
slips and falls off the Bridge (Sirat), falls straight down into Hellfire. Some
narrations tell us that for the faithless the Sirat will be ‘thinner than hair,
sharper than a sword’s blade and hotter than fire’. But those who are
pious will cross it like a flash of lightening. For some it will be made very
wide and spacious. Others will slip and crawl but make it to Jannah
eventually after many, many years while the evil will slip and fall down
into Hell.
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There is none of you but will come to it:® a [matter that is a] decided
certainty with your Lord. Then We will deliver those who are Godwary,
and leave the wrongdoers in it, fallen on their knees.
- Surah Maryam, 19:71-2

In some narrations we are told that the Sirat will have many stations.
Each station will be a place for one of the duties of Islam. For example,
when a person reaches the Station of Salat, they will be questioned
about it. If they used to take their salah lightly, they will be punished.
Those who pass through all the Stations because of being saved by the
Mercy of Allah and the intercession (shafa’ah) of Rasulullah (s) and the
Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) will make it to the Gates of Jannah.
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[But first] stop them! For they must be questioned.’
- Surah as-Saffat, 37:24

Rasulullah (s) said to Imam Ali (‘a), ‘O Ali! On the Day of Resurrection, |,
you and Jibrail shall sit on the Sirat, and none shall pass over the Sirat
except one who is freed from Jahannam because of your love.’

That is why in some hadith Imam Ali (‘a) is called Sirat al-Mustagim (the
Straight Path). The Ma’sumeen (‘a) are called ‘Sirat’ in this world
because they are like a bridge that connects us to Allah. It is perfectly
right to call them the Paths of Allah. Those who hold on to the Qur'an
and the Ahl al-Bayt (‘a) in this world will cross the Sirat safely on the Day
of Judgement. Rasulullah (s) promised us before leaving this world in a
hadith that is well-known as Hadith ath-Thagalayn:

‘Il leave behind two important things (thaqalayn): the Book of Allah and
my family, my Ahl al-Bayt. If you hold on to them, you will never go

® That is, they will approach it, without entering it.
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astray after me and these two will never separate until they return to me
at the Fountain of Kawthar.’

Imam Ali (‘a) said, ‘And know that you have to pass over the pathway (of
Sirat) where steps waver, feet slip away and there are fearful dangers at
every step.”’

The Final Destination

As the Day of Judgement progresses, the good will separate from the evil
and become different communities.
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And ‘Get apart today, you guilty ones!’
- Surah Ya Sin, 36:59

One of the signs of the people heading to Jannah is that their faces will
be bright and happy while one of the signs of those destined for
Jahannam is that their faces will be gloomy and unhappy:

B ks B e oy 8 5,25 e U B 18

4 75l 5350 - Gl
That day some faces will be bright, laughing and joyous. And some faces
on that day will be covered with dust, overcast with gloom. It is they who
are the faithless, the vicious.
- Surah ‘Abasa, 80:38-42

The faithful will keep running towards the direction of Jannah with their
faith lighting the way for them while the faithless will keep stumbling
and falling into Hellfire. They will try to hold on to the faithful but will
not succeed:

7 Nahj al-Balagha, sermon 82
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The day you will see the faithful, men and women, with their light
moving swiftly before them and on their right, [and greeted with the
words:] ‘There is good news for you today! Gardens with streams
running in them, to remain in them [forever]. That is the great success.’
The day the hypocrites, men and women, will say to the faithful, ‘Please
wait for us, that we may take something from your light!” They will be
told: ‘Go back and grope for light!”® Then there will be set up between
them a wall with a gate, with mercy on its interior and punishment
toward its exterior. They will call out to them, ‘Did we not use to be with
you?’ They will say, ‘Yes! But you gave yourselves into temptation, and
you awaited’ and were doubtful, and [false] hopes deceived you until the
command of Allah (i.e. death) arrived, and the Deceiver deceived you
concerning Allah.

- Surah al-Hadid, 57:12-14

The faithful will finally make it to Jannah. They will be delighted to arrive
there knowing that now they shall live there forever and never
experience any fear or grief. The angels will welcome them:
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The Gardens of Eden, which they will enter along with whoever is good
from among their ancestors, their spouses, and their descendants, and
the angels will call on them from every door: ‘Peace be to you, for your

patience.” How excellent is the reward of the [ultimate] abode!
- Surah ar-Ra’d, 13:23-24

® That is, go back into the world. Said mockingly to the hypocrites.
° That is, waited for a reverse of fortune for Muslims.
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And they shall begin experiencing rewards and pleasures beyond their
imagination:
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No one knows what has been kept hidden for them of comfort, as a

reward for what they used to do.
- Surah as-Sajdah, 32:17

Some Islamic scholars say the difference between this world and the
Hereafter is like the difference between our previous ‘world” when we
were in the wombs of our mother and this world. A fetus in the womb of
its mother lives in a small, dark, cramped place. Even if you could talk to
it, there is no way it can ever imagine light or space or colour of the vast
oceans and tall mountains or even a flower or a fruit or what it means to
see or walk or the movements of the sun and the moon. In the same
way, we only imagine Paradise and Hell based on our limited language
and experience in this world but the Hereafter is very, very different and
beyond our imagination.

Those who end in Hell will be scared and unhappy to be there. The Angel
in charge of Hell will ask them:
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For those who defy their Lord is the punishment of hell, and it is an evil
destination. When they are thrown in it, they hear it blaring, as it
seethes, almost exploding with rage. Whenever a group is thrown in it,
its keepers will ask them, ‘Did there not come to you any warner?’ They
will say, ‘Yes, a warner did come to us, but we called it a lie and said,
‘Allah did not send down anything; you are only in great error.” And they
will say, ‘Had we listened or applied reason, we would not have been
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among inmates of the Blaze.” Thus they will admit their sin. So away with
the inmates of the Blaze!
- Surah al-Mulk, 67:6-11

And later on when the People of Hell will be asked how come they
ended up there:
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What drew you into Hell?’ They will answer, ‘We were not among those
who prayed. Nor did we feed the poor. We used to gossip along with the
gossipers, and we used to deny the Day of Judgement, until death came

to us.’
- Surah al-Mudaththir, 74:42-47

Sins stick to a person’s soul and make it dirty and rusty. Many people
who end up in Hell will eventually be purified and cleaned and will come
out of Hell and be brought to Paradise. Only the very evil people will
remain there forever. We will learn more about life in Jannah and
Jahannam in Book 9 insha Allah.
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The faithless will be driven to hell in throngs. When they reach it, and its
gates are opened, its keepers will say to them, ‘Did there not come to you

[any] messengers from among yourselves, reciting to you the signs of
your Lord and warning you of the meeting of this day of yours?’ They will
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say, ‘Yes, but the word of punishment became due against the faithless.’
It will be said, ‘Enter the gates of hell to remain in it [forever]. Evil is the
[ultimate] abode of the arrogant.” Those who are wary of their Lord will
be led to paradise in throngs. When they reach it, and its gates are
opened, its keepers will say to them, ‘Peace be to you! You are welcome!
Enter it to remain [forever].” They will say, ‘All praise belongs to Allah,
who has fulfilled His promise to us and made us heirs to the earth, that
we may settle in paradise wherever we may wish!” How excellent is the
reward of the workers [of righteousness]!
- Surah az-Zumar, 39:71-74
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